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A Word from our Administration

Dr. Robert Romines, Superintendent
The Moore Public Schools District is extremely proud of the Southmoore 
High School Band and its many accomplishments. Past and present 
Southmoore Band students and parents have put in many hours and 
worked extremely hard to create a standard of high achievement. This 
culture of excellence began 15 years ago when Mr. Mewhorter and his 
staff opened Southmoore High School and began building the great 
band program that you see and hear today.  

I have heard many superb performances from the SaberCat Band over 
the years and I hope that you enjoy SHS's performance at this year’s 
convention. On behalf of our Board of Education, I wish to express 
gratitude to OkMEA for the opportunity given to the band to be part of 
the event. “It’s a Great Day to be a SaberCat!”  

Sincerely, 
Dr. Robert Romines  
Superintendent of Schools  

Chealsi Conley, Principal
Thank you for attending the Southmoore High School Wind Ensemble’s 
performance at this year’s Oklahoma Music Educators Convention. I am 
sure you will share my excitement and support for these fine young 
musicians, their committed parents, and our outstanding band directors.  
The members of our school and community have enjoyed many 
exceptional performances by our bands over the years. I am very proud 
that their efforts can be shared with you this evening.  

From the moment that Southmoore High School opened its doors our 
band program has exceeded even the highest of expectations. Our band 
students are certainly among the hardest working I have ever witnessed.  
Their commitment to excellence has built a program in which our entire 
school is extremely proud. Our band serves as an exceptional 
ambassador for our school and community and is a great representation 

of some of the finest students at Southmoore. 

As you attend the many performances and clinics offered during the convention, it is my hope that 
you can both enjoy the time with music educators from around the state and learn additional 
strategies to help you grow personally and professionally. On behalf of the Southmoore High 
School faculty, staff, students and our community, I wish to thank all the members of the Oklahoma 
Music Education Association for the opportunity to be a part of this prestigious convention. I hope 
you enjoy the performance. “It’s a Great Day to be a SaberCat!” 

Sincerely, 
Chealsi Conley 
Principal, Southmoore High School 



Tonight’s Program 
Thursday, January 19, 2023 - 8:30 PM 

Tulsa Performing Arts Center 

Legacy Fanfare (2017)       Ryan Nowlin  
(b. 1978) 

Harlequin (2006)        Philip Sparke 
Candice Neal, Solo Euphonium           (b. 1951) 

Rain (2008)             Brian Balmages 
Rick Street, Conductor          (b. 1975) 

Downey Overture (2015)           Oscar Navarro  
(b. 1981)

Legacy Fanfare 
Legacy Fanfare is dedicated to Dr. Gary Ciepluch in celebration of the 25th anniversary of the Cleveland Youth Wind 
Symphony. His stewardship of this program over the past twenty-five years has inspired thousands of students, 
teachers, and future teachers -- including the composer, who is a proud alumnus of the organization. 

Legacy Fanfare serves as a bold, exciting opener and is held together by a recurring figure made up of just three 
notes. The music moves through a variety of fast-paced melodic material before coming to an energetic close. 
Modern harmonies lend the piece a fresh sound, and an unrelenting energy pervades throughout.  

Ryan Nowlin serves an American composer, arranger and conductor. Major Nowlin is co-author of the band director 
method book Tradition of Excellence, textbook Teaching Band with Excellence, and music theory series Excellence in 
Theory. He has received numerous awards including the James Paul Kennedy Music Achievement Award, the Mark 
and Helen Kelly Band Award, and the BGSU Faculty Excellence Award. In addition to his duties with the United 
States Marine Band, Maj. Nowlin frequently appears as a guest conductor with high school honor bands, community 
and municipal bands, and with university ensembles across the country. His published music and methods are used 
in lessons and performances around the globe, and he can frequently be found providing clinics and master classes 
to student musicians in classrooms around the country. 

Program Notes



Harlequin 
Commissioned by (and dedicated to) euphonium virtuoso David Childs in 
2004, Harlequin takes as its inspiration the happy and sad masks that 
symbolize the Commedia dell'Arte, which features Harlequin as one of its 
main characters. The work comprises two movements -- a slow modal 
ballad followed by a frenetic faster movement. 

Philip Sparke was born in London and studied composition, trumpet and 
piano at the Royal College of Music, where he gained an ARCM. A close 
association with banding in Japan led to a commission (Celebration) from 
and eventual recording of his music with the Tokyo Kosei Wind Orchestra. 
This opened the door worldwide to his wind band music and led to 
several commissions, particularly from the United States. His conducting 
and adjudicating activities have taken him to most European countries, 
Scandinavia, Australia, New Zealand, Japan, South Korea, Taiwan, Hong Kong, Canada and the USA. In May 2000, he took 
the major step of becoming a full-time composer by founding his own publishing company, Anglo Music Press. The company 
is devoted to publishing his brass band, concert band, fanfare band and instrumental publications as well as recordings 
dedicated to his latest works. 

Rain 
Brian Balmages is known worldwide as a composer and conductor who equally spans the worlds of orchestral, band, and 
chamber music. His music has been performed by groups ranging from professional symphony orchestras to elementary 
schools in venues such as Carnegie Hall, the Kennedy Center, Sydney Opera House, Toronto Centre for the Arts, and many 
more. He is a recipient of the A. Austin Harding Award from the American School Band Directors Association, won the 2020 

NBA William D. Revelli Composition Contest with his work Love and 
Light, and was awarded the inaugural James Madison University 
Distinguished Alumni Award from the School of Visual and Performing 
Arts. As a conductor, Mr. Balmages enjoys regular engagements with all-
state and regional ensembles as well as university and professional groups. 

Balmages wrote of this composition, “Rain is a gentle work with a great 
deal of expressiveness. It paints a picture of a quiet rainfall with distant 
rolling thunder. The sound of droplets hitting the ground often puts me at 
ease for a reason I cannot adequately describe. For this reason, I chose to 
explain my thoughts through music, which has always been a more 
powerful means of expression for me than words. The melodic and 
harmonic lines convey the complexity of rain -- the sadness it brings to 
some, the calmness it brings to others, and its ability to rejuvenate; the soft 

droplets outside our window that can be so relaxing, yet can also be the cause of a raging river. It is my hope that groups will 
experience a wide range of emotions as they rehearse and perform this work.” 

Downey Overture 
Oscar Navarro is a Spanish composer. Navarro began studying the clarinet 
at an early age. He received the bachelor's degree from the Conservatorio 
Superior Oscar Espla in Alicante, Spain. Mr. Navarro is the recipient of 
many national and international music awards for composition, and his 
music is performed and commissioned by many orchestral and wind 
ensembles throughout the globe. Navarro combines his busy agenda 
composing with master classes and lectures. He has been invited to speak 
at several music festivals and universities, including Chapman University, 
California, 25th Film Symposium Jove in Valencia, Spain, CIFICOM (Sci-Fi 
Film Festival of Madrid), II Symposium of Wind Ensembles of Medellin, 
Colombia, Music Festival of the Symphony of Manizales, Colombia, and 
the University of Southern California. 

When speaking of this Composition Mr. Navarro notes “Downey Overture is dedicated with all my affection to the Downey 
Symphony Orchestra, for its hard work and dedication, and, of course, to its conductor, Sharon Lavery, for her professionalism 
and great passion for music. Downey Overture is a Latin-American fusion with which I have wanted to link my birth country, 
Spain, and California, the land that, as a result of the two years I lived there, has left a permanent imprint on my heart. An 
amalgam of rhythm and musical color wrapped in an atmosphere of dance are the essence of this piece. It is joyful, energetic 
and written with all my enthusiasm and dedication.



Tonight’s Performers

Piccolo 
Claire Wilson 

Flute 
Giulia Trionfini 
Vivian Tong 
Gabriela Font 
Taehyun Hwang 
Jaylen  Sprinkle 
Kristian Barnett 

Oboe 
Richard Paulk 
Ava Lumen 
Sydney Borchardt 

Bassoon 
Kade Janzen 
Vanessa Nguyen 
Alejandro Phillips 

Clarinet 
Zack Guillory 
Anson Tang 
Brynlee Clopton 
Brasen Walker 
Jackson McManus 
Jason Tang 
Faith McMains 
Emma Chase 

Bass Clarinet 
Emily Smith 
Avery Beck 

Alto Saxophone 
Michael Gallant 
Matthew Do 
Alonso Phillips 

Tenor Saxophone 
Isaac Sandoval 

Horn 
Jade Taylor 
Logan Ziegler 
Matthew Harris 
Nathan Street 

Trumpet 
Logan Kretchmar 
Taylor Drake 
Sam Williams 
Olivia Durley 
Avery Kendrick 
Ivan Calderon 
Logan Malone 
Josh Askren 

Trombone 
Marek Polanski 
Aaron Lanham 
Nathan Day 
Kyler Scott 
Brandon Monasco 

Euphonium 
Matthew Kowardy 
Mason Beaty 
Andy Le 

Tuba 
Ian Morrison 
Chad Drabek II 
Eduardo Ulloa 

Percussion 
Carson Petty 
Johnpaul Nguyen 
Micah Polanski 
Cantyn Baggs 
Nathan Ragle 
Kassidy Harris 
Lamiyah Hair 
Choncy Canady 
Alexis Evans  

A Special Thanks to the following 2022 Seniors performing on our audition recording 

Hannah Leonard, Piccolo 
Cherish Farmer, Flute 
Teresa Nguyen, Flute 
Zach Lewis, Clarinet 
Sheridan Robinson, Clarinet 
Sara DeBow, Bass Clarinet 
Rylee Lindsay, Alto Saxophone 
Chase Chairess, Tenor Saxophone 

Echo Newman, Bassoon 
Siya Bhakta, Trumpet 
Gabriel Griffin, Trumpet 
Charlotte Ramsey, Trumpet 
Makenzee Kasper, Horn 
Derek Stills, Horn 
Ashton Key, Horn 
Noah Wise, Trombone 

Kylie Middleton, Trombone 
Candice Neal, Euphonium 
Shelby Church, Euphonium 
Kadin Franklin, Tuba 
Max Do, Percussion 
Nick Lockhart, Percussion 



Southmoore Director Biographies

Adam Mewhorter, Director of Bands 
Adam Mewhorter has served as the Director of Bands at Southmoore High School since the school opened in 2008. Prior 
to his appointment at Southmoore, Mr. Mewhorter served as the Assistant Director of Bands at Moore High School, Band 
Director at Highland West Junior High, as well as the Director of Bands at Kingston Public Schools.  Mr. Mewhorter’s 

bands have consistently earned Superior ratings on stage, in sight-reading, and in 
marching band throughout his career. The Southmoore Wind Ensemble has 
earned the privilege of performing as an OkMEA Honor Group both in 2011 and 
2023. The SaberCat Marching Band is a regular finalist at state competitions and a 
2022 Bands of America Super Regional Finalist.  

Mr. Mewhorter earned his Bachelor of Music Education from East Central 
University, a Master of Music from the University of Central Oklahoma where he 
graduated with honors, and he is a is National Board Certified teacher. Mr. 
Mewhorter was named the 2004 Kingston High School Teacher of the Year and the 
2016 Moore Public Schools Teacher of the Year. In 2017 Mr. Mewhorter  was 
named a top 12 Finalist for the Oklahoma State Teacher of the Year and also 
earned the Oklahoma Bandmasters Association Director of the Year .  Recently, 
Mr. Mewhorter was named the National Federation of State High Schools 
Association Section Six recipient of the “Heart of the Arts Award” for his work 
with students. Mr. Mewhorter is often asked to serve a s a clinician for District 
Honor Bands Across the state and he also is regular adjudicator across the state. 

In his free time Mr. Mewhorter enjoys spending time with his family and traveling. He is also an active member of 
Emmaus Baptist Church where he plays percussion.  Mr. Mewhorter married his lovely wife Kendra in 2004. They share 
their home with their two kids, twelve year old, kind-hearted percussionist, Chandler and 10 year old, hot mess overly 
confident, Lydia.   

Geoffrey Clifton, Assistant Director of Bands 
Geoffrey Clifton serves as the Assistant Director of Bands and Director of 
Jazz Studies. Previously, Mr. Clifton served as the Director of Bands at 
Kingston Public Schools where his bands earned numerous honors including 
the OSSAA Sweepstakes Award. He has also served as Director of Bands at 
Byng High School, Saxophone Instructor at East Central University, Wind 
Instrument Technician for Howard Music Center in Ada, Oklahoma, and 
employed by Walt Disney World as an entertainer. 

Mr. Clifton is a 1981 graduate of McAlester High School. He received his 
Bachelor of Music Education at East Central University where he was a 
member and principal player of the marching band, concert band, and jazz 
band. He is also a charter member of Kappa Kappa Psi National Honorary 
Band Fraternity, Gamma Theta Chapter and a member of Phi Kappa Tau 
Fraternity.   

In his free time, Mr. Clifton enjoys working on and repairing musical instruments.  Mr. Clifton is happily married to his 
wife Alicia, and has four children, daughter Shelby, and three sons Brandon, Brady, and Brock and five grand children. 



Rick Street, Associate Director of Bands 
Mr. Rick Street serves as an Associate Director of Bands at Southmoore High School and Director of Bands at 
Southridge Junior High in Moore, Oklahoma.  He has served in this role since 2012 and been involved as a staff 

member with the Southmoore Instrumental Arts Program since its inception 
in 2008.  At Southmoore, Mr. Street directs a variety of ensembles including 
bands and chamber ensembles.  Additionally, Mr. Street assists with the 
Marching Band, Wind Ensemble, 9th Grade Band, Southmoore Indoor 
Percussion Ensemble as drill designer and Winterguard programs as a 
consultant. As the Director of Bands at Southridge Jr. High, he is responsible 
for teaching all 7th grade beginning band classes and the 8th grade 
intermediate band.  

While under his instruction the students of Southmoore High School and 
Southridge Junior High have received superior ratings both at district and 
state band contests, and district and state solo and ensemble contests.  The 
marching band has been a consistent finalist in all marching competitions 
since 2010 and was selected as a Bands of America Super Regional Finalist at 
St. Louis in 2022.  The Southmoore Indoor Percussion Ensemble is a four-
time state champion in the Winterguard and Percussion of Oklahoma circuit 
and has earned finalist honors at the Winterguard International (WGI) 
Percussion Regional in Dallas in 2022 and North Texas Cologuard 

Association Finalist in 2019.  The Southmoore Winterguards have been consistent finalists at the Winterguard and 
Percussion of Oklahoma circuit and are a two-time WGI World Semi-Finalist and a consistent WGI Regional Finalist 
in their classification.   

Mr. Street served on brass staff with the Seattle Cascades Drum and Bugle Corps in 2018 and Forte Drum and Bugle 
Corps in 2012.  Mr. Street is a proud graduate of East Central University in Ada, Oklahoma and earned a Bachelor’s 
in Music Performance degree with a minor in Education in 2015.  While at ECU, Mr. Street served as a teaching 
assistant with the Pride of Tigerland Marching Band, and teaching assistant and guest conductor with the ECU 
Wind Ensemble and Symphonic Band.  Mr. Street’s professional affiliations include the Oklahoma Music Educators 
Association and National Association for Music Education.  

Shain Baldwin, Associate Director of Bands 
A native of Moore, Oklahoma, Shain Baldwin graduated from the University 
of Oklahoma in 2008 with a Bachelor’s Degree in Instrumental Music 
Education. After graduating, he became the Director of Bands for Lindsay 
Public Schools. In 2014, he became the Middle School Director and High 
School Assistant Director for Shawnee Public Schools. His bands have 
consistently achieved superior ratings in both concert and marching, and the 
Lindsay marching band was the 2013 OBA Class 2A State Champion. 
Baldwin was named the Lindsay Public Schools 2014 District Teacher of the 
Year. 

In 2018, Baldwin earned his Master’s Degree in Music Education with a 
Secondary Instrument Emphasis of Woodwind Pedagogy from the 
University of Oklahoma. He is the Director of Music and Worship at St. 
Andrew’s Community United Methodist Church in Oklahoma City. Baldwin 
was a guest artist with the Oklahoma Summer Arts Institute Orchestra in 
2014, performing as a saxophone soloist. In 2019, he was named an 
Oklahoma Music Educators Association Exemplary Middle School Teacher. 

Currently, Baldwin is the Director of Bands at Highland West Junior High and Associate Band Director at 
Southmoore High School, in the Moore Public School District, and has served in that capacity since 2020. 

Baldwin resides in South Oklahoma City with his wife Erin, their son Cooper, daughter Addison and Stella, their 
dog. His hobbies include camping, hiking, traveling, spending time with his family, and making music. Professional 
memberships include OkMEA, OBA, Phi Mu Alpha Sinfonia, Phi Beta Mu, and OMAA.



Dr. Robert Romines, Superintendent of Schools 
Mr. David Peak, Assistant Superintendent 

Ms. Chealsi Conley, Principal 
Mr. Spencer Braggs, Assistant Principal 
Ms. Kristi Clayton, Assistant Principal 
Mr. Penny Clark, Assistant Principal 

Ms. Wendy Toscani, Assistant Principal 

Southmoore High School Administration

Southmoore Instrumental Arts

The Southmoore Instrumental Arts program serves as   a welcoming 
place for students to come and experience music while at the same 
time gaining valuable skills to help mature into productive young 
adults.  Our curriculum centers around the study of music and the 
activities that result through its sequential study and participation in 
various outdoor and indoor ensembles. Additionally, our students grow 
as individuals as a result of the discipline, high expectations, leadership 
emphasis, and social opportunities experienced in our program.  

Wind and Percussion training begins in the seventh grade where 
our students receive their first two years of instruction primarily at 
Highland West and Southridge Junior Highs. Once entering high 
school, our program offers students many opportunities including 
the SaberCat Marching Band, three Wind Bands, four Jazz 
Ensembles, hundreds of chamber music groups, three 
winterguards, our indoor percussion group and other various 
opportunities.   

The Marching Band has been a finalist at the OBA State Championships 
each year since 2010, was a finalist at the 2022 BOA St. Louis Super 
Regionals, and also performed in the London New Years Day Parade in 
2016, 2020, and will return in 2024. The Wind Ensemble performed as 
an honor group at the 2011 and 2023 OkMEA Convention and the Jazz 
Bands were named an OkMEA honor group in 2013 and 2018. The 
Jazz Bands along with our Winterguards and Indoor Percussion 
Ensemble have each earned four state championships and our Varsity 
Winterguard was a 2019 WGI World Semi-finalist. The overall program 
consistently earns superior ratings in all competitions and has been 
awarded the  OSSAA Sweepstakes Awards with accent nearly twenty 
times over the past fifteen years.


